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Sir Francis Palorave, in hits History of the

inglo-Saxonn, draws the following distinction be-
ireen the Witana-gemot or u Meeting of the Wise,"
fltyl the Micel-getheat or " Great-thought" of the
Anrlo-Saxons, on the one hand, and »i«o ruriia-

iHm/ or " Talk,'* of un<>d«r«» times, which la not

very flattering to the latter. He makes an Anglo-
iSaxon of the time of Edward the Confessor say :

« You well know that our Wittena-gemot (Meeting of
the Wise) at present well deserves its name. Our Rtdct-
fncn or Counsellors, the members of the Legislature, pon¬
der much before they come together, say little, and write
less. All the dooms or statutes which have been enacted
Bince the days of King flthelbert would not fill four-and-

trenty leaves of a common-sized missal. Hence our com-

on people know the laws and respect them ; and, what is
pf much greater importance, they respect the law-makers.
CiOng may they con/inue to deserve respect! But I am not
irlthout apprehensions for the future. We are strangely
ond of novelty." * * * " I bear that, amongst the
.'rench, they designate such legislative assemblies as

urs by the name of a ' colloquium,' or, as we should say,
talk, which they render in their corrupted romance

irgon by the word Parlement; and should our W ittena-
emot, our Micel-getheat, ever cease to be a Meeting of the
¦tie or Great thought, and become a Parlement or Great
''alk, it will be worse for England than if a myriad of
Orthern pirates were to ravage the land from sea to sea.
* * " Mark my words, if our Witan ever enters into

>ng debates, consequences most ruinous to the State must
levitably ensue; they will begin by contradicting one

no&er, and end by c'ontradicting themselves. Conutant-
y raising expectations which they never can fulfil; each
arty systematically contradicting and decrying the asser-

ions and the acts of the other; the Locmen and Churls,
vho compose the great body of the people, will at last
ancy that the Witan are no wiser than the rest of the
community. They will suppose that the art of govern¬
ment requires neither skill nor practice; that it is acces-
iible to the meanest capacity; that it requires nothing
i>ut Parlement or Great Talk."
We greatly fear that the Parliament of England,

as well as some other Legislative Assemblies which
we could mention, too often are more deserving the
title of " Great Talk" than that of a " Meeting of
the Wise" or " Great Thoughtbut we are willing
bo hope that our present Parliament, and enlightened,
liberal, and industrious Government."coalition" and
' mosaic" though it be, and its opponents briug no greater
charge against it.will "ponder much and say little." The

l! Ministry have already given us a " spice of their quality,"
knd a decided majority of the House of Commons appears

i rilling to second their efforts and to forward the public
/uainsss. The present session will, no doubt, pass great
,aa important measure* of law reform. A very salutary
till relative to ecclesiastical property will become a law.
lunatic asylums will be judiciously regulated. A new

jill relative to divorces will be passed. The Canada
;lergy reserves bill, and other improvements in Colonial
law and legislation will be attended to. The bill relative
to the Jewish disabilities will pass the Commons more de¬

cisively than ever, but we fear its reception with the
Lords. Many inconveniences relative to the custom¬

house regulations will be done away with. The shipping
interest will be relieved from many onerous exactions.
The property and income tax, if continued, will be ma¬

terially and acceptably modified, and, although the budget
is yet tn nubibut, we venture to anticipate that a desire to

equalize and reduce the public burdens, so far as practi¬
cable, will be its principal features. To these, if we add
a decisive measure for the promotion of education, and a

judicious modification of the convict system so far as re¬

lates to transportation to the colonies, we think we shall
have put together plenty of work for the session, and we

venture to predict that by far the greater part of it will
be accomplished. There are also the affairs of India, and
the business connected with the late disclosures of the
Infamous proceedings at the last general elections. Some¬

thing decisive must be done in relation to Parliamentary
reform, or no respectable man will in future connect him-

self in any way with the greater part of the constituencies.
An election has just been held at Blackburn, in Lanca-j
.hire, in whioh it was almost an affair of life and limb to

take sny prominent part.
Large masses of the laboring community having come to

| the rational conclusion that in the present times, when,
owing to the great increase in the quantity of money, the

prices of almost every article of consumption has consi¬
derably advanced, that their wages Bhould advance also,
have struck for an increase of pay; among others the
various officials and laborers at the railway stations at

Liverpool and elsewhere, the coal miners of the Glasgow
district, and the iron-workers in some parts of Wales.
The movement is rapidly spreading, not only among the

artisanB, but among the rural laborers. The Wiltshire
men are banding together, in a very peaceable but in a

very determined and firm manner; and so arc the Berk¬
shire laborers. The feeling that the «. laborer is worthy of
his hire" is not denied by any one; but the laborer him¬
self is getting to be very generally of the opinion that the
hire ought to be increased. One good sign of progress is,
that itrikt*, as they are called, whioh twenty years ago
would have been productive of riot and disorder, are now

conducted with order and quiet firmness. The men know
.what they are about, and many of them arc extremely
Well-informed.
\ During the late Easter holydays there has been a com¬

pete exodus out of the country into London, and on

Ixodus out of London into the country. Rural holyday-
eekers have abandoned their quiet homes for a day's
iirmoil through the crowded streets of London, for coun-

ry people always look for the wonders and gaieties of
,ondon in the most densely-thronged thoronghfares;
rhilst tens of thousands of the " working-classes" have
ushed out of town to the British " Mon* Sacer."one
'ree Hill," at Greenwich.with a determination inverse-
y proportioned in intensity to the rarity of the opportu-
jity they have of exercising it, to buy a few hours of
pleasure at whatever cost. We are forced to admit that
in English, particularly a London, holyday partakes more
if the nature of a saturnalia than a relaxation. This
(irises, however, more from the saldom occurrence of these
iMydays, »n<1 th* WRnt °* rational recreation, than
Prom any thing inherent in the charactw of the people.
But, although to a large proportion of the holyday-seekers,
Che present mode of passing It, Instead of refreshing them
from the labors of the past, taads rather to unnerve and

incapacitate them for the labors of the future, yet the

proportion of those who enjoy the Easter holydays in a

rational manner is rapidly increasing. This is shown by
the annually enlarging numbers of the visiters at the
British Museum and other public places, which are then
thrown open to the public ; and by the lnoreased interest,
arising from increased knowledge, exhibited by those who

.paud their day in these depositories of science and art

It requires only a very limited acquaintance with London
t« perceive that more picture galleries, more peoples'
parks, more stimulus to out-door rational happiness is
needed. We want every argument used, every legislative
means employed to favor the erection of " people*' pa¬
laces," and not the arguments and the efforts of bigots to

destroy them. We shall see what effect the Crystal Palace
at Sydenham will have next year upon the Easter-holyday
people; we anticipate a most decidedly good one.

We are little more than a looker-on upon the various
scenes of this crowded panorama; but, even in this isolated
character, our walks through the streets last Monday and
Tuesday were particularly interesting. There were evi¬
dently thousands of persons in London who had scarcely
ever been immersed in that immense aggregate of bricks
and mortar before; to whom every object had novelty
and interest, and was the subject of wondering inquiry;
mixed, however, with a good deal of shrewd caution, as if

they had been carefully guarded against the «' tricks ofLon¬
don. Ihere were many there who had passed the prime
of life, to whom the great city now aeemed first to display
its curiosities and its crowds ; persons dressed in antique
garbs, and with the air and manners <rf a by-gone gtMra-
tion, who will probably admit, wh«a#>«y return to feair
quiet country homes, that a day iufcowtoa is a»f thin*
but . W, S.»

scarcely live out of the effects of London smoke, who
exhibited in their dress and manner a toute ensemble which,
ifpresented on the stage, would have been called a draught
upon public credulity. But such is the stay-at-home
habits of the people of England that many thousands of
persons, almost within the sound of the great bell of St.
Paul's, have never stood within the shadow of that splendid
edifice. We know several persons in advanoed Jife who
have never strayed forty miles from the house in which
they were born, and never attended the ordinances of re¬

ligion in asy place but the parish church of their native
village. But railways and steamboats are rapidly di¬
minishing this class of persons, and the next generation
may perhaps exhibit the people of England with as many
locomotive propensities as their cousins of America.
Some of your politicians know little about the people
ot England when they say " England does not love Ame¬
rica," and we think they know as little about their own

country-people when they say " America does not love
England." The mere politicians of both countries.the
restless demagogues who live only by excitement and
flourish hy fostering discord.may, for selfish purposes,
inculcate mutual jealousies and point out causes for disa¬
greement, but the truly wise statesman, the enlightened
legislator, the virtuoas public instructor, the honest
brotherhood of the press, the true friend to his own coun¬

try, the genuine philanthropist, the advocate of what is
liberal, just, and true.in fact the great mass of the peo¬
ple, both of England and America, know and feel that
they are grossly libelled when they are charged with un¬

kind feelings and national antipathies toward each other.
The reverse is most decidedly the case, and the good of
mankind at large, the peace of the world, and the cause

of progress, liberty, and truth demands that it should
be so.

The returns of the Bank of England exhibit very little
novelty. The specie and bullion have increased £184,836,
and now amount to £19,163,146. The circulation' has
diminished £258,335, and is now £21,464,840. The
public deposites are £8,203,554, having increased
£595,640; and the private ones have decreased £176,438,
being £12,874,698. There is a steady demand for money,
but no nUnhit* pu«h for accommodation. Business of
all kinds has been slack Jnrfng tns week, owing to the

holydays.
The magazines and reviews for the next month are the

most prominent literary announcements. The fourth
volume of Humboldt's "Cosmos" will appear shortly.
The illustrious author is in the full enjoyment of health
and bodily activity rarely met with at the age of eighty.
three.
The Corporation of London has taken the lead in the

business of reforming itself. It has come to a resolution
to extend the franchise for ward and city elections to all

persons rated for premises in London to the amount of
£10 per annum. The Corporation has also taken another
good step in the purchase of Copenhagen House and the
adjoining land for the new cattle market. This is un¬

questionably the very best position for the Smithfield mar¬

ket to be removed to.
Parliament will reassemble on Monday. It is rumored

at the West End that Lord Derby has summoned his sup¬
porters to a meeting at his house on Monday, and that
some very bold measure has been determined upon, with
a view to ft restoration to power.
The political world abroad has been very quiet

during the week. The affairs of France appear
to be going on peaceably and satisfactorily. A de¬
putation of gentlemen, at the head of whom arc
two of the city members, has been sent from Lon-
don with an address, signed by about four thousand

u Pnnc'P^,nierchant8, bankers, Ac. of the city,
to the trench Emperor, assuring him of their desire
to promote and maintain the most intimate and friendly
relations between England and France. The deputation
was received most courteously, the Emperor stating, in
reply, his perfect agreement with the sentiments ex-

pressed in the address, and his desire and determination
to maintain the present most friendly relations between
the two countries, feeling that they were so necessary
and conducive to all the best and real interests of both.
The deputation dined with the Emperor and Empress,
and attended the splendid ball given by the Legislative
body to the imperial couple. A deputation from the
Darien Canal Company, headed by Sir Charlks Fox, has
also waited upon the Emperor, who promised the under¬
taking all the support in bis power. The four thousand
names appended to the English peace declaration have
been printed at full length, together with the address, in
the Moniteur, and placarded in all the cities and towns

and principal villages in France. This is really making
the business of almost suspicious importance.

It is very strange that nothing decisive is yet known
of the state of negotiations between Russia and Turkey,
although the revival of prices both on the Paris Bourse
and the English Stock Exchange warrant a hope that all

will, for the present at least, be amicably arranged. The
French fleet has certainly left Toulon, but the English
squadron is yet at Malta. The Journal de Frankfort says
there never has been any casus belli between Russia and

Turkey, and that Prince MENSciURorr's mission to Con-
stantinople had reference to nothing but the affairs of the
Greek Church and the Holy Shrines.
The respective naval forces of the various Powers con¬

cerned in this affair, which could in a few days be con¬

centrated in the Bosphorus, are.

Shipg-of-thc-line. Frigates, Ac. Steamers.
English 55 12
French 8.8
Turkish 4 116

Egyptian 49 3

21 25 29 |
Russian 138

Making in the aggregate a dreadful amount of mischievous

power, if hurried into hostile confliot, which, however,
there is every reason to hope will not be the case.

The Court of Rome has given great offence at Paris by
an alteration in the patents of the new Bishops of Con¬
stance and Grenoble. In these instruments, as sent from
Paris, the Emperor was described as " Napoleon ///. /m-
peratorum Francorurn" / The Cardinals ohanged this into

Napoleon fnperatorevt (fallorum.''
A scheme for naturalising bull-fights in Paris, i la

"loUe <1 Ktpapne, has bean frustrated by the Empress, just

when the liceuse was about to be grunted. Her Majesty
said she should be sorry to be the occasion of introducing
Spanish customs into France, understanding that it was

intended as a compliment to her. This may be true, or it
may be merely an ad captandum statement, intended to
create political capital. True or false, it will have that
tendency, howeyer.

London, April 7, 1853.
In & commercial country like Knglund; und pur-

ticularly in its great business emporium, London,
the official statements of the public revenue are al¬
ways documents ef very peculiar and important so¬
licitude. \\ e are glad that the return for the three
months which ended on the 5th is of a very satis¬
factory description. This document shows the nett pro¬
duce of the revenue for the year us well as for the quar¬
ter. We annex a summary of its results as to increase
or diminution :

For the \ ear. For the Quarter.

Customs.

Increase.
1 .

Exci*» ...) xsiou.eooJ .1
aUmpa 627,490
Taxes
Property Tax ...1 309,248
Post Office
Crown Lands....; 62,000
Miscellaneous... 79,514
Imprest Moneys 192,032
Repayments 364,90a

Decrease. Increase

£814,639 ......

490,955
6,000

141,764 i
83,406
28,000

80,655
83,251

Decrease.

£182,198

?8a>572

8,000
22,215

£1,738,593 £817,594 £440,593 £895,980
Increase.; £920,999 ..£44,613
The total increase on the year's revenue would have

been far greater than it is but for the reduction of duties
nearly £500,000, and the removal of the window tax,
which most abundantly account for the decrease in the
customs and the taxes. The prosperity of the country
and the generally improved condition of the people are

evidenced by the increased consumption of exciseable arti¬
cles ; the increase in the stamp duties proves the wisdom
of the reforms iu the stamp laws and the activity of busi¬
ness ; whilst the addition of £300,000 to the property tax
indicates in a way not to be mistaken the rise in individ¬
ual incomes. The increase of £23,000 for the quarter in
the post office receipts is another satisfactory proof of
commercial activity and national progress, whilst the re¬

payment of £365,000 for the year of advances shows that
the present state of the country is one which enables
those who owe money to the Exchequer to keep their en¬

gagements.
The returns of the Board of Trade show that the falling

off in the customs may, in some degree, be ascribed to
a diminution in the import of tea. Some time ago the
improved condition of the mass of the people gave a great
impulse to the tea trade, and very large quantities of that
article were entered for consumption. The stock thus
secured has been freely used; but the prevalent belief
that the agitation for a reduction of the tea duties might
possibly induce the Chancellor of the Exchequer to lower
the duty on that article has evidently operated upon the
dealers, and caused them to keep their stock as low as

possible. In the same way, though in less measure, other
trades may have been acted upon; and when the budget
for the year has shown how the taxes for the year are to be
raised there is no doubt that importations will increase,
and the returns for the next quarter show an increase in
the produce from customs.

ParlWmoot re-asscmbleU un Monday, au<l has recom¬
menced business in earnest.

Lord John Russkll brought forward his measure re¬

specting ««National Education" on Monday evening ;
and, although he advocated his proposition with all that
earnestness and ability which always characterize him,
he has not satisfied the public expectation. All admit
that it is a move in the right direction, but scarcely any
allow it to be little more than a very slight move. The
subject is, however, a very difficult one; it is mixed np
with that which is the greatest bar to all social improve-
ment at the present day.religious bigotry and intoler¬
ance. The Church, as by law established, looks upon
every movement respecting education which does not in.
vest it with the controlling power with great jealousy.
This feeling has existed since the memorable days of Beli
and Lancaster, to which Lord John Russrll alluded very
forcibly. The proposition will no doubt be very much
modified, and perhaps improved, during its passage
through Parliament, and cannot fail, we think, to prove
a stepping-stone to further advances.

Lord John Russxll stated the number of public day
schools in England and Wales to be 15,478, of private
ones 29,420 together 44,898. The number of both sexes

attending the public schools 1,407,569, those attending
the private ones 700,904.together 2,118,473.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced on Mon¬

day that he should make his financial statement on the
18th instant. On Tuesday Mr. W. Patten resigned the
office of chairman of Ways and Means, reluctantly, and
on the ground of ill health. Lord J. Russ.ll, on the
part of the present Government, and Mr. D'Israili, on
behalf of the late one, expressed their appreciation of
Mr. Patten's services. Mr. Olivikra introduced his
motion for the reduction of the wine duties. His speech
was full of instructive statistics, and enforced all the
usual arguments in favor of his object. The strongest of
these arguments is to be found in the almost stationary
amount of consumption, quite out of proportion with the
increase of population. This, he said, was particularly
unsatisfactory when compared with the very different re¬
sults exhibited in the case of tea, sugar, and coffee; the
consumption of all of which had enormously augmented
s.nce the large reductions had been made in the duties
upon them. From 1785 to 1795, when the average popu¬
late was thirteen millions, the annual consumption of
wine wm seven millions of gallons. In the period 1831-
1841 the population averaged 25,500,000; the annual
consumption was considerably less than seven millions of

2,;'..°?' I84'~'51' ""h *" %rm*
-t>,OIK),000, the average consumption of wine has been
<.88 than six and a half millions of gallons. Thus the
consumption per hea.l at this time is 50 per cent, less
than it was sixty years ago; the average revenue from
wine remaining about the same, vi*. £1,700,000. Mr.
Olivikra met the difficulty which has been started rela¬
tive to the impossibility of wine-growing countries being
a . e to meet the immensely increased demand, by instanc¬
ing particular parts of Spain, where there were large
tracts of lAn(i ]jing Rt present uncultivated, and the soil

which was exactly fitted for the growth of the light
sorts of wine most adapted to modern taste. The Chan¬
ckllor of the ExcHKQtriR fully agreed in al! the argu-
menta and statements which had been used against the
wine duties, ,n reference to their bad effect upon the
health morals, and comfort of the people. He would be
delighted to see them reduced to the lowest possible
point. But, having gone thus far, he could not, as Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, see how he was to sacrifice the
large amount of revenue yielded by these duties, although
*

ij u
0UV,*RA's Msuranoe that the whole sum

wou >e replaced, through increased consumption, in
two years.a consummation that could only be attained
l> t e people s imbibing thirty-six millions of gallons of
wine instead of six millions, which was about the present
consumption. He asked the House to defer its judgment

®*her motions involving fiscal changes un¬
til after the production of his budget, as the delay until
the 18th instant could not be of any great importance;
and he pledged himself, if he did not then introduce some
modification of this impost, to show good financial rea-

s ons why it could not be done. Mr. Macgbeoor said th o
taxes must be paid in some shape or other, and advo¬
cated the superior claims of soap, tea, paper, and a va¬

riety of other articles to legislative consideration. Mr.
Mo^att pointed out the fact that in Paris the consump¬
tion of wine is at the rate of ^80 bottles per head per an¬

num, while in the Munseatio towns it is only 28 bottles, as

a proof of the effect of high duties, and proposed, by way
of alleviating the Chancellor of the Exchequer's difficul¬
ties, a reduction to ^s. per gallon, instead of Is., as pro¬
posed by Mr. Oliviera. Mr. Hume aud others spoke in
favor of the reduction, and Mr. Ohvikra defended his ar¬

guments, which, he said, had scarcely been impugued ;
but he was willing to see what the budget had in store,
and accordingly withdrew his motion.
The measures relative to the colonies promoted by the

Government give very great satisfaction. These, so far,
have been the Canada Clergy Reserves bill, the Constitu¬
tion granted to the Cape of Good Hope, and the contem¬
plated abolition of the oonvict system in Australia. Sir
W. Moleswortb told his constituents the other night that
if the least heafetion or delay had taken place in respect
to this latter su(Jf»ct, a conflict between the mother ooun-'
MM! col :.J VotHdinvrltaMy -pi Et-_

he said, u*trc are fears lest the coloflBb of Mf1
Zealand ifcould, in imitatio* of those at the Q*p*, forcibly
resist the landing of the convicts who had been dispatched
thither before the present Government had formed its de¬
termination upon the subject.
Many new books are advertised; among them, 14 A

Residence in China," by,' V>. Tyrone Power, and the
" Memorials and Correspondeice of Charles James Fox,"
vols. 1 and 2, edited by Lord John Russell. His lord¬
ship's industry is remarkable. He publishes to-morrow
the 3d and 4th volumes of "Moore's Journal, Corre¬
spondence," &c. Add to these Iterary employments the
leadership of the House of Commons, the maturing his
measures for national education and parliamentary re¬

form, and some estimate may be forued of the work which
his lordship has upon his hands.

There is very little Continental ne*s, and scarcely any
from Pakis. There is a current report that the Count
de Chambord has protested to the Court of Rome against
the attendance of the Port at the coronation of Napo¬
leon III. It is also said that the coronation is deferred
until August, and that it by no means follows that the
Pope will then officiate at the ceremony. Many officials
in the Departments have refused to take the oath of alle-
giance to the Emperor. These refusals increase in num¬

ber and importance every day. M. i>e Montalembert,
when called upon for his quota towards defraying the ex¬

penses of the fete given last week to the Emperor and
Empress by the Corps Legislatif, of which he is a mem¬

ber, replied to the application in a very sarcastic manner.

It is thought he cannot remain a member of a body for
whose only prominent act he has expressed such sove¬

reign contempt.
The leading domestic announcement of the morning is

the birth of a Prince, which took place yesterday after-
noon. This is the eighth child of Queen Victoria, four
sons and four daughters; all of whom are living and in
good health. The proceedings in Parliament are entirely
of domestic interest. The Financial projeot of the Go¬
vernment is exciting a deal of interest, and meets with
very general approbation. The document in which the
announcement is made is long and rather obscure, but'
very important. Its purport is to explain the mode by
which the Government proposes to take advantage of the
present state of the money market for the benefit of the
tax payer. Bo Tar as we can judge from rather a rapid
perusal of the announcement, the project is calculated
materially to reduce the weight of the debt, and at the
same time maintain the public credit inUct. There is not
much originality in Mr. Gladstone's plan ; it is merely
an application of the old principle of paying off five per
cent, mortgages with money borrowed at four per cent.,
and a saving of the difference. It has already been ap¬
plied to the Exchequer bills, and about £100,000 per an¬

num saved to the public. Mr. Gladstone now aims to

pay off certain three per cent, liabilities by borrowing
money for the purpose at two-and-a-half per oent. The
measure will be brought forward in the House of Com-
mons this evening.

The shipments of gold coin to Australia have been very
extensive this week, and amount to £266,000. The gold
in dust and bars received per the Great Britain alone,
however, more than doubled the whole export, and
amounts to about £590,000. Mr. Gladstone's project is

regarded, in the best-informed city circles, as an experi¬
ment having for its object the ulterior reduction of the
interest upon the whole three-per-cent. debt of the na¬

tion, and a decidedly favorable influence it exercised on

the money market.

FROM Ol'R PARIS CORRESPONDENT j
Paris, March 31, 1853.

The excitement produced in Western Kurope by
the crisis in Eastern affairs, supposed to have been
provoked bv the extraordinary mission of Prince
Mznschikoff to Constantinople, has entirely sub¬
sided. We have this morning letters from Con¬
stantinople under date of the 15th. The Russian
Ambassador has discontinued that haughty, de¬
meanor which marked the debuts of his mission,
and is now conforming himself in bis relations
with the Ottoman Court to the recognised rules of
diplomatic propriety. Ho had had, at the date of
the departure of tlio E<jyptu*, several interviews
with the Sultan and his Chief Minister; but had
not yet made known frankly and fully what parti¬
cular questions he had come to settle. The Debatt,
which is considered the best French authority in
such matters, sum* up this morning the news by
the Kgyptns, and is confirmed in the opinion that
the mission of Prince MKNScniKorr covers nothing that

jeopards at present the peace of Europe. This journal
thinks that the object of the mission is to induce the Sul¬
tan to assume with regard to Russia a better defined po¬
sition, avowedly hostile or sincerely and efficiently friend-
ly. In particular, the ( xar insists that the firman of last

year, according to the Latins nearly all they demanded
touching the Holy Shrines of Jerusalem, should be re¬

pealed, and that a protectorate of the subjects of the Sul¬
tan professing the Greek religion be expressly recognised
as residing in the Emperor of Russia. The extent and
terms of this protectorate are left in a state of suspicious
uncertainty; and the danger is that in no distant future
this indefiniteness will be taken advantage of to favor the
consummation of the notorious and traditional Russian
policy in the East. In the mean time, it appears that the

English fleet has not moved from its moorings off Malta to
show itself in the Dardanelles, as was requested by the

English Charge- at Constantinople. * This inaction on the

part of Admiral l)rj« das is curiously enough giving umbrage
to this Government, which seems disposed to consider it as

an abandonment of France by England as regards East¬
ern matters. There is no ground whatever for this charge.
1 here can be no abandonment where there was previously
no concert. It is not pretended that this concert did
really exist. The English Charge at Constantinople,
without concert with the French Charge at the same

Court, requested the British admiral to approach with his
fleet. The admiral declined to effect this movement: and
the British Government, without ooncert with the French
Government, hos not thought proper to order him to alter
his resolution. The French Government, on its side, j
spontaneously and without any ooncert with other Pow- j
ers, not doubting that the Engliah fleet had already pre¬
ceded it, in oomplianoe with the request of Mr Rose, the

Charge, ordered the fleet at Toulon to immediately get
under weigh for the Grecian sea*. The inaction of the
ng is i as {;iven an air of precipitation and almost of

ndicule to the French movement, which is not entirely
satisfactory to French amour propre
The Council of State has just published in the Moniuur

what.t pleasantly calls an 0f the FrencL bod t
for the financial year 18o4. Lucu< « non luce*Jo. Never
was drier or less satisfactory document of the kind sub¬
mitted to popular and legislative inspection. But in fact,

w,tUaI-negime' Where'9 lhe u*e of Pushing
itP

*
m

h "P th® }/oHileur »'th such useless
Hems . Details are only necessary to the Emperor, who
m his Council of State, determines all the articles, both
of expenses and receipts, that compose the budget So
the veryaatural curi08itJ0f the t..pay.Dg peopU au(J
of the quasi tax-voting Legislature is not to be gratified .

and the report and eipo,*, which under preceding reoimu
have occupied from twenty to thirty supplementary pages
0 the Moniteur, could now be conveniently accommodated
m three columns. But, thanks to the Procrustean skill

1 inJSSSS °f Fra00. U uP°n 10 -j°^e
in the exhibition of the phenomenon of budgetal equili-

GoTeru,ncntul expose

Ftraordinary, tor the financial year of 1864 are set down
by the Council of State at .$284,099,926,- the anticipat-
ed receipts at $284,859,000. Thus is promised to France
ie gratification, unfelt for many a long year, of settling

one of its annual budgets without adding by several mil-
ions of dollars to the already onerous mass of its national
e t. The floating debt of France amounts at the pre¬

set moment,by admission of the Minister, to $130,900,000
Will the pleasant anticipations of the Government be real-

International difficulties, growing out of the late insur¬
rectionary movement in Lombardy, are unsettled, and
becoming daily aggravated between Sardinia and Aus¬
tria. Lombard emigrants who have settled in Piedmont
five, ten, twenty, forty, and perhaps fifty years ago, are
accused by the Austrian Government of participation in
the insurrection. Their property, to the amount of seve¬
ral millions, left in Lombardy, has been placed under se¬

questration, and the sequestration, amounting to confis¬
cation, is persisted in, notwithstanding the remonstrances
of the Sardinian Government, and proof offered by the
emigrants, not only that they have become naturalized
subjects of his Sardinian majesty, but that they are and
have ever been in principle opposed to the Mazzini and
Kossuth school of revolutionists, and have ever eschewed
all practical connexion with them. The Sardinian Gov-
eminent is understood to have asked the good offices of
Napoleon III. to obtain the repeal of this iniquitous se¬

questration by the Austrian Government. It is hoped
that his mediation will have more influence at Vienna
from the known fact that, upon the occasion of the late
outbreak at Milan, the Emperor of the French had spon¬
taneously taken all his measures to enter Italy with a

powerful military force, and co-operate with Austria in
quelling instantly and terribly insurrection in & demo¬
cratic sense wherever it might show itself. Such conduct
is of a nature to give efficacy to a friendly intervention of
Napoleon III; but, on the other hand, the Emperor of
Austria may apply the argumentum adhominem with crush¬
ing effect against the author of the decrees of 22d Janua¬
ry against the property of the Orleans Princes.
The political demonstration to which I alluded in a late

letter as having been made by the Democrats of Paris,
seizing for pretext the occ&sion offered by the funeral of
Mad. Rampail, has made a serious impression upon the
Government. The Minister of Police has issued his circu¬
lar to the prefects of all the departments, requiring them
to have a special eye to all funeral meetings to which, by
possibility, a political signification could be given. All
such demonstrations must be prevented. To this end po¬
lice officers must be present at funerals and forbid assem¬
blies which, upon pretext of paying respect to the dead,
promise to become suspiciously numerous, and to assume
the appearance of manifestations of political sympathy
Too many persons must not be permitted on these occa-1
sions to enter the .burying-ground, and especially the
prefects must prevent all funeral orations.
The inaugural address of Gen. Pieh<-i arriving in Taris I

just about the time of the great excitement that recently
prevailed relative to Eastern affairs, was for the time thrown
quite into the back ground as a topic of discussion here
Since the Eastern question has assumed a less menacing
aspect thejournalsare Roingback to criticize the President's
speech. The Debatt of yesterday has a leading article of
two and a half columns upon this subject from the pen of
it® principal editor. Here is his conclusion:
"The reservations made by President Pnac* in favor
of the principles of international law have therefore no
force except in his own thought and intentions. They
would be without efficacy in practice. And here in its
crudity is the fact as it exists. The chief of the Execu-
tire power has given to the advanced portion of the
Democratic party encouragements which it had never
before obta.ned-which Gen. Jackson, in his impetuous
spirit, meditated according to all appearance, but which
he never officially expressed. Let us say things with

. feT* "CJasa.ccppte<l the programme of thisparty.I his is a great and new feature; and it is perhans th*
< star"ngpo.atof most importance in the other hemisphere
,

0. i"8 programme, however eminent may be the
.

"Utlon ofI re81(,«Dt PiMnt, is only that of an individual
,
ingress is by no means bound to follow the President'

« b? him ue-rtri!°i for1mal,y rej*.ct the policy proposed
, J r j, 18 'kely that an animated discussion will
. 17 f0i'0W l.a ^th houses of Congress upon this sub-
. t! 1 . .k

dl*c"S8,on W1'l merit close attention. It in-
te ests the whole world. In fact, the balance of the
political power of the world is in question "

r ... ,
Paris, April 7, 1853.

intelligence from the East to-day is decidedly pa-

looV V,!eBraPhic despatch, dated Constantino¬
ple, ... th ultimo, we learn that l'rince Me.vsohikofk
had communicated the demands of his sovereign,
and had received from the Grand Vizier the most
satisfactory assurances. The Russian army had, in
oinscquence, been ordered to abandon the positions
to which it had advnnced in support of the negotia¬
tions of the Russian Ambassador.
The French fleet, composed of fifteen ships, had

made its appearance off Matagan; that of Admiral
stratpori> was seen near Sapienza. Admiral
l>t ndas, by the last accounts, was preparing to sail from
Malta with the squadron under his command. His des¬
tination is East, but it is understood that his mission is
purely one of observation. It being understood that ter¬
ritorial aggrandizement is for the present contemplated
by no party, the occasion is not considered one callin*
for armed intervent.on. The result of this Russian mis
"ion will doubtless be a decrease of consideration, a dimi¬
nution of national vitality in the Ottoman Empire and a

corresponding increase of the moral influence of Russia
to be made effective when the Turkish Empire, now tot¬
tering to its ruin, shall actually tumble to pieces At
present it is considered that France alone is particularly
interested to oppose the pretensions of the Czar . for
every advance of Russian influence in the East mus't be

e^Tr w
°f FranCe" F.ch P1"®tensions

re founded upon its quasi protectorate of a few hundred
thousand Roman Catholic subjects of the Porte, while
he Russ,an interference has for pretext, if not for object,
the protection of several millions of Turkish subject,!
who profess the Greek religion. The result of this strug-
gle for influence ,n the East cannot be doubtful so long a,
the Ml, does not arise and England keeps aloof.
The pressure exercised by Russia will constrain the Porte
-o decide ,n favor of the Ctar all questions which the
latter deems important

| As for Western Europe, in Franco w« have »t present a

dead calm. It begins to be believed that the Kmperor
has deferred the ceremony of his coronation to the month
of August. If Napoleon III. has really consented to this
adjournment of an event to which he attaches so much
importance, it must be that he has received some assur¬
ance that the Pope will at that time visit Paris to offi¬
ciate upon the occasion, and that he ^cannot come at an
earlier date. While at present I am not inclined to abate
my confidence, so often expressed, that the Pope will come
either in May or August, I apprehend that the terms up¬
on which he yields his oonsent have not yet been defini¬
tively agreed upon. These conditions are understood to
relate exclusively to the more immediate dependauce of
the Gallican Church upon the Holy See of Home. The
Emperor is understood to be disposed to yield to the
Pope on several minor points ; but upon the most impor¬
tant.that relative to marriage in .France.it is now cer¬
tain that, as I have heretofore intimated, the Pope has
nothing to expect. That marriage is purely a civil con¬
tract is one of the few doctrines introduced by the first
revolution that have taken root in France. The appre¬
hension that the Emperor might be induo«d by the PopeI to consent to modify the civil code in its prescriptions

i concerning marriage has been seriously disquieting during
iwit month uttwtiy »U m*u in k'rauce, except *u<sh M

belong to the ullH rfcttgioua party. The Interest and
importance of the subject hare brought out from the ob-
gcurity into which recent events have thrown them two
distinguished men who bore prominent parts during the
two last regimes in France. M. Sauzbt, President of the
Chamber of Deputies under Louis Phhippi, has pub¬
lished a religious pamphlet; and M. Dupin, still more

distinguished us a jurisconsult, and President of the late
Legislative Assembly, comes out iu defence of the civil
code as it is.
An official communication to the Moniteur ef this day

puts this important question to rest for the present, and
probably forever in France. Government expressly de¬
clares that there is no reason whatever for the apprehen¬
sion felt upon this subject. The Emperor is declared to
have no intention whatever to propose any modification
of the civil code upon the subject of marriage.
Some believe that this official note of Government is

evidence that the Pope has positively refused to visit
Paris, and that the Emperor has been compelled to accept
discomfiture upon a point which he has notoriously con-
sidered of capital moment. Notwithstanding, I still be-
lieve he will be crowned by the Pope.
The principal cities of the West are preparing to receive

the Emperor and Empress, who have promised to visit
them this spring. Brest has already appropriated the
handsome sum of one hundred thousand francs toward the
expenses of the imperial visit.
The budget for 1864, which by courtesy is now con¬

sidered to be before the Legislative body for discussion,
gives the following information respecting the national
indebtedness of France:
Of the total sum of $284,099,826 required for the an¬

ticipated expenses of the year, $74,262,760 (more than
one-fourth) is absorbed by the national debt Of this
last Bum, $29,347,977 are required for the 4J per cent,
annuities, $443,557 for the 4 per cent, annuities, and
$9,429,364 for the 3 per cent, annuities. The interest
on the floating debt (estimated at $129,030,000) is
$4,114,000. Interest on the security money (cautionn#-menu) which journals and certain public functionaries are
required to deposite, $1,309,000. The sum required for
contingent annuities is $10,364,195. Of this last sum
military pensions amount to $7,096,650.

Twelve of the persons implicated in the affair of the
correspondent* of foreign journals, of whose arrest I had
occasion to speak a month or two ago, are about to be
brought to tr al. About one in four of the individuals ar-

rested rest, it seems, under sufficient suspicion to justifyI legal proceedings of more or less gravity. The accused
belong almost witheut exception to the Legitimist party.
Seven of the twelve are accused, among other thing", of
having formed part of a secret society. This charge, if
substantiated, will, beside the regular legal penalty af¬
fixed to the offence, subject offenders to the terrible
chance of deportation at the discretion of Government.
The accused .ire charged with having belonged to secret
societies; with having introduced into Franoe, without
authority from Government, political journals published
abroad; with having published in France, and in bad
faith, false news of a nature to trouble the public peace;
with having, in 1852 and 1853, by words uttered publicly
in the Cafe Tortoni, insulted the Chief of the State ; with
having distributed iu the Caf6 Tortoni five-franc pieces
upon which the effigy of the Chief of the State was mu¬
tilated and disfigured by an odious and disrespectful
Bymbol; and with having been found in possession of
arms and munitions of war.

One of the accused, a foreigner by birth, M. Lazar-
wahut, is charged with having remained in France after
a decree of expulsion pronounced against him. These
persons will be tried next week. The most notable of
the accused are the brothers Coctlooos, ooe of whom
figured as hero in the Caraby affair a few years ago, and
Kknb Natoleom 8avary, Duke of Rovigo. This gentle-
man is a rabid Legitimist, one of the editors of the late
Cortaire, and is perhaps the sole of the inheritors of the
great nanws of the first Empire who obstinately refuses to
rally to the second Empire under Napoleon III. I mis¬
take: Gen. Oi'dihot, son and lieir of the famous Marshal
of that name, remains out of favor with the Emperor,
being a confirmed Orleanist. The false news and insult¬
ing language which form part of the above charges are
understood to refer to the numerous calumnious reports
which were so rife to the prejudice of the Empress Eu-
ucmi about the time of her marriage.

Berangkr, the republican poet, has quite recovered
from the indisposition which gav« rise to the alarming
rumors concerning him. It has even been reported that
he was dead. His health is now in a satisfactory state.
Poor Ilerangsr! His reflections upon his poetical career
cannot be altogether without bitterness. A sincere re¬

publican, he has perhaps done more than any man living
to fasten upon France the present government. From
hostility to the Bourbons he has kept alive by his songs,
which are known by henrt in every hamlet and in every
cottage of France, the memory of democratic Napoleon
There is no telling to what extent Beranger's songs have
contributed to perpetuate the popularity and magical in¬
fluence of the name of Bonaparte, which has borne Napo¬
leon III. to his present position; but Beranger has not
rallied to the Kmpire. He has not appeared at the Tuil-
eries. He could at a word, if he pleased to say it, take
precedence of the Mkrys and Belmontets who are now
the court poets.

Another French poet, of greater, at any rate of more

ostentatious, reputation than Beranger, is just now the
object of newspaper notice. I allude to Lamartixi. The
only literary labor in which we hear of his being engaged
is his monthly " Civiluateur, or the History of Humanity
through its Great Men." It is composed of biographical
sketches from the pen of Lamartine of illustrious charac¬
ters, male and female, of ancient and modern times. In
]8."»2 the Civiluer contained sketches of Joan of Arc,
Homer. Bernard de Palissy, Christopher Columbus,
Cicero, and Gutteuberg. We are promised for 18.W the
lives of Heloise, Fenelon, Charlemagne, Alexander, Tasso,
Ciessr, Nelson, and Jacquart. This publication has been
the object of some as extravagant and obstinate puffing
as the history of literature can show example of. It
makes of itself, however, but very little noise, and must
contribute therefore very meagerly to the vanity or the
pocket of the poet. It was proposed a few month - ago to
get up a national subscription for his benefit. The pro¬
ject failed. The idea was then started to subscribe
ma**e for his Cinliia(evr, but it did not take. Me has
squandered half a dozen large fortunes; and now his in¬
come is amply sufficient if he had not contracted tastoa
and habits of luxury and magniflcenoe which h»vebecom%
almost necessities.


